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A mysterious gypsy boy, Yann Margoza, and his guardian, a dwarf, work for the magician Topolain

in 1789. On the night of Topolain's death, Yann's life truly begins. That's when he meets Sido, an

heiress with a horrible father. An attachment is born that will determine both their paths. Revolution

is afoot in France, and Sido is being used as a pawn. Only Yann will dare to rescue her from a

fearful villain named Count Kalliovski. It will take all of Yann's newly discovered talent to unravel the

mysteries of Sido's past and his own and to fight the devilish count.
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The novel starts in Paris, 1789. Yann Margoza is a young gypsy boy who can throw his voice as

well as read minds and predict the future. He uses these talents in a magic show, with the magician

Topolain and the dwarf TÃƒÂªtu. An imposing man with a scarred face, introducing himself as

Milkeye, appears after a show and requests on behalf of his employer, Count Kalliovski, that

Topolain bring his magic act to a party held at the chÃƒÂ¢teau of the Marquis de Villeduval. Against

the misgivings of Yann, Topolain is lured to the party by Milkeye's promise of payment. It is there

that Yann meets the daughter of the Marquis, Sido, two years his junior at the age of 12. Sido has

just returned from her stay at a convent, and is deeply hurt by the dislike which her father takes no

pains to hide from her. Although their meeting is brief and followed by a long separation, it tangles



Yann and his companions in a series of murders that are linked by a red necklace. With the drama

of the French Revolution, mixed with political and social intrigue, "The Red Necklace" was an

exciting book that I could not put down.In Yann and Sido we have two very common clichÃ©s: the

dark, handsome boy with extraordinary talents and the pale, wide-eyed girl who walks with a limp

and longs for her father to love her. However, both characters seemed remarkably lifelike to me (as

did all the characters), and perfectly believable. I also loved the villain(s)--thoroughly sinister and,

well, villainous.I found "The Red Necklace" to be very original in both plot and ploy. Ms. Gardner is

an excellent author, and the book, at 372 pages, went along at a nice pace, without rushing things. I

like her way with words. There is just a touch of magic that adds to the mix, making it even more

interesting.
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